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Physician-Owned. Patient-Centered OFFICES THROUGHOUT LEE COUNTY ����� ���-���� www.ppcswfl.com
BY APPOINTMENTBY TELEHEALTH

CARING FOR
YOUR ENTIRE

FAMILY
FAMILY MEDICINE

INTERNAL MEDICINE • PEDIATRICS

@stevietomatos
www.stevietomato.com

Cape Coral 239-573-7877
Fort Myers 239-939-7211FM

STEVIE’S ONLINE
ORDERING DELIVERS

For all our health, we wear masks,
practice social distancing and CDC

and state safety protocols.

See stevietomato.com for menu
and online ordering for DELIVERY,

curbside or takeout. OR call
Stevies at numbers below for

reservations, curbside or takeout.

Happy Hour
Mon-Thurs Open-6pm, 9pm-Close

Fri, Sat & Sun All Day!

Cape Coral
Mon-Sat 11:30am-11pm
Sun 11:30am-10pm

Fort Myers
Sun, Mon, Wed & Thurs

11:30am-9pm
Tues, Fri & Sat 11:30am-10pm

15% Discount on Pizza!
(Excludes deep dish pizza)

All specials only on day offered, dine in and with
purchase of a beverage. Use your loyalty card.

Tuesday Pizza Special!
Bar Bingo Tuesday night Cape Coral

Saturday & Sunday
Baby Back Ribs Special!
Full 1.3lb Rack Fort Myers $12.99
Full 1lb Rack Cape Coral $10.99
Served with slaw and French fries.

Cornhole Every Tuesday at Fort Myers!

SERVING CAPE CORAL, NORTH FORT MYERS, FORT MYERS, LEHIGH, ESTERO AND BONITA

THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2020 | NEWS-PRESS.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

This little yellow
songbird isn’t afraid
of a big journey
GO COASTAL, 1C

Weather

High 91° ❚ Low 76°
Partly sunny.
Forecast, 8B

Making the calls

Will officials be there to work the
games when fall high school sports
start? 1B

Some federal agents and officers will
begin withdrawing from controversial
deployment in Portland, Ore. 8A

QEAJAB-02650r
Volume 136th | No. 217
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 800-468-0233
©2020 $2.50

Ask Jamie Francisco about the road-
way renovation that changed her life,
and she has some comparisons at the
ready:

If they were a sound; they’d be a
freight train.

If they were a smell, they’d be a ca-
daver.

But they’re street lamps –132 light-
emitting diode pole-top fixtures she
and about 500 others who live along a
two-mile stretch of Burnt Store Road in
Cape Coral say are the worst thing to

ever happened to their neighborhood.
Likening them to illumination better

suited for a Walmart parking lot, an air-
strip or a prison yard, Francisco and
her neighbors have been begging Lee
County to muffle or replace them al-
most since the switch was flipped last
Christmas Eve.

It’s hard to overstate how much
Francisco and some other area resi-
dents hate the new lights, part of a 

Residents take dim
view of LED lighting

Burnt Store Road in Cape Coral on Tuesday evening. Some residents are upset about the brightness and color
temperature of the new lighting system. They say it is affecting wildlife, including burrowing owls, and bleeding 
onto homeowners’ yards. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

They want county
to take down new
street lamps along
Burnt Store Road 

Amy Bennett Williams
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See LIGHTS, Page 5A

The coronavirus has now killed 6,333
Floridians, according to the Florida De-
partment of Health.

For the second day in a row, the
state’s daily coronavirus count on
Wednesday included a record-number
of daily deaths due to COVID-19, the res-
piratory disease the virus carries.

The 216 fatalities added to the total
marked the 11th time in the last four
weeks Florida recorded more than 100
COVID-19 deaths.

For 2nd day
in row, Fla.
sees record
in deaths
James Call
USA TODAY NETWORK – Florida Capital Bureau

See DEATHS, Page 9A

Greg Adkins said 47,763 commitment
surveys had been completed, which is a
little more than half of the 85,000 stu-
dents served in the school system’s tra-
ditional public schools.

This does not include the students
served by the county’s 23 publicly 

Families have until 8 p.m. Thursday
to tell the Lee County public school sys-
tem how they want to send their kids
back to school this fall. 

As of noon Tuesday, Superintendent

Have you decided how your
kid is going back to school?
Pamela McCabe
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See SCHOOL, Page 10A

Florida’s blue-green algae task force
had plenty to talk about when it met
Wednesday.

In the almost 10 months without a
meeting, Florida’s water quality prob-
lems hadn’t let up, while coronavirus

shut down the state’s business as usu-
al, putting research and projects on
hold.

Meeting via Zoom, the task force’s
five members tackled a number of is-
sues in their seventh meeting since
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis convened 

Blue-green algae task force
back at table after absence
Amy Bennett Williams
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See ALGAE, Page 7A

Southwest Florida hospitals con-
tinue to see a decline in the number of
patients needing hospital care for CO-
VID-19.

Lee Health had 80 fewer patients
Wednesday than it did a week ago; the
NCH Healthcare System in Collier
County had the lowest number of 

COVID-19
drops over
past week
in SWFL
Liz Freeman
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See COVID-19, Page 9A
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CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation

with no obligation!

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®
*Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special
orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other
offer or discount.Offer CodeCEPC. Expires 12/31/20. 3Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056,
CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, OR #209181, PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS,
Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00,
VA #2705172678 (Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC). © 2020 3 Day Blinds LLC.

on Custom Blinds, Shades,
Drapery and Decorative Hardware

FREE Installation*

(239) 766-4192

NP-GCI0439309-01

SHOP OVER THE PHONE OR ONLINE Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm
Sat. 9am-4pm

ASK THE
EXPERTS

866-336-6868

UP TO 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE FINANCING • BEST PRICE GUARANTEE!

WE HAVE PPE IN STOCK! MASKS,
THERMOMETERS, GLOVES AND

MORE BULK DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1994

So you can...TM

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO STAY
IN THE HOME YOU LOVE!

HOME SAFETY SOLUTIONS.

SCOOTERS

ONE G5
PORTABLE
CONCENTRATOR

$300
OFF

when you use
promo code
PAPER20G5

Starting at

$799
when you use
promo code

PAPER20SCOOT

RX required

Ask about our
scooter and lift
package deals

SCOOTER LIFT

Call for details

5% OFF MedMart.com when you use promo code PAPER5MM

STAIRLIFTS

STAIRLIFTS

$100
OFF
when you use promo
code PAPER20STAIR

VIRTUAL
ASSESSMENTS

AVAILABLE

SAVE $300 PLUS
FREE HEAT AND MASSAGE

CLOUD MAXICOMFORT
LIFT CHAIR

when you use
promo code

PAPER20CLOUD

#1 STAIRLIFT WARRANTY
IN THE INDUSTRY!

STYLE MEETS
FUNCTION

$200 OFF
MSRP

MED PLUS HOMECARE BED
Exclusive

NP-GCI0448887-01

$1.7 million roadway improvement pro-
ject that includes a multi-use path. It’s
that path that started the trouble, said
resident Tom Howard; or rather the
county’s attempt to make it safe at
night.

Even though Lee County officials say
they dimmed the lights to 60% of their
original brightness earlier this year, res-
idents say that hardly made a differ-
ence. Plus, it didn’t solve the problem of
“light trespass,” which is when glare in-
trudes into places it’s not needed or
wanted.

“The eye only perceives (the reduc-
tion) as about 25% and it didn’t cure the
problem at all,” said Howard.

He, Francisco and other residents are
banding together to get the county to
change or replace the LEDs. So far,
they’ve started a petition with 500 sig-
natures, built a website and last week,
delivered a bound, 200-plus-page plea,
complete with tables, charts and an en-
gineering report to Lee County commis-
sioners and staff. The city of Cape Coral
can’t help, Howard said, because Burnt
Store is a county road.

If these efforts don’t work, they’re
looking at hiring a lawyer.

The Lee County Department of
Transportation is reviewing the report,
said communications specialist Tim
Engstrom, but did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment.

Beyond leaking into residents’ bed-
rooms and turning night into day, stud-
ies have shown that bright lights like
these can disturb what’s called circadi-
an rhythms, the body’s internal clock.
And disrupted sleep can cause a host of
health problems – both physical and
mental.

“At first glance, one might think that
this type of lighting makes us safe be-
cause it is so bright,” wrote Mark Baker
of Soft Lights, a national advocacy
group that works to highlight the poten-
tial harm caused by LEDs, in an email.
“However, in reality, the high energy
blue wavelength photons from these
street lights cause glare and permanent
eye damage, making it much harder to
drive safely.”

What residents find noxious about
these new lights is something called
their color temperature – or where on
the visible light spectrum a bulb’s out-
put falls. It’s measured in units called
Kelvins. Commonly used high-pressure

sodium lamps glow a warm orange that
advocates say is most human- and envi-
ronment-friendly. But the new fixtures
on Burnt Store Road fall closer to the
blue end of the spectrum.

Scientists have long warned that
bright artificial night lighting harms
wildlife. They can disorient sea turtle
hatchlings, disrupt night-breeding am-
phibians and disturb migrating or nest-
ing birds, including the protected bur-
rowing owls that nest in Burnt Store
Road’s medians, says Pascha Donald-
son of Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife.

It disturbs nearby nesting humans as
well, Francisco says. She had to install
hurricane shutters on her house so that
she could sleep.

“The light invasion coming from
these new lights completely floods my
front and back yards, and our home by
trespassing through all of our home’s
windows all night long,” she wrote in a
sharp letter to Lee commissioners.
“These lights are not a calm, soft light
that enhances the area. They are a
harsh, bright, blinding light that floods
out any sense of privacy or outdoor en-
joyment. I can no longer sit on my lanai
in the evening without being blinded by
these lights. We cannot enjoy the sense

of peace that comes from the night sky
because our yard is lit up like we built
our home in the middle of a Walmart
parking lot. “

She invited commissioners to come
see for themselves.

“Please,” she wrote, “Come sit on my
lanai for a night. Come see the bright
lights that flood my yard and home. Try
to sleep in my home with no shutters to
block the light. And please pray we don’t
have a house fire because chances for
escape have been cut in half thanks to

these horrible street lights.”
Relief may be on the way, if a Califor-

nia precedent applies here. In Davis,
resident complaints about similar fix-
tures resulted in their being changed.

And, Howard says, though their
problem might seem isolated now, he
warns that as the county replaces its old
mercury vapor light with LEDs, other
neighborhoods might be facing the
same thing.

“It’s a quality of life issue that is of in-
terest to everyone,” he said.

Lights
Continued from Page 1A

Traffic moves along Burnt Store Road in Cape Coral on Tuesday evening. Some residents are upset with the brightness and
color temperature of the new lighting system. They say it is affecting wildlife, including burrowing owls, along with
bleeding onto homeowners’ yards. PHOTOS BY ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

A
burrowing
owl nest is
seen in the
median
along
Burnt
Store Road
in Cape
Coral on
Tuesday
near LED
street
lights. 


