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Mr. Mark Baker, President

Soft Lights Foundation

9450 SW Gemini Drive PMB 44671
Beaverton, OR 97008

Dear Mr. Baker,

This letter is in response to your April 13, 2025, Petition to Enforce the Prohibition of
Excessively Bright Auxiliary LED Flashing Lights. :

Per the Soft Lights Foundation petition dated April 13, 2025:

Petitioner “request[s] that the Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol comply
with California Vehicle Code Section § 2400 and enforce the state and federal laws
prohibiting the use of excessively bright auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles.”

“Petitioner requests that the CHP agree to comply with CVC § 2400 and enforce the
prohibition of excessively bright auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles driven in
California.”

The enclosed April 13, 2025, request was submitted pursuant to Section 11340.6 of the
California Government Code (GC) which states:

Except where the right to petition for adoption of a regulation is restricted by statute to a
designated group or where the form of procedure for such a petition is otherwise
prescribed by statute, any interested person may petition a state agency requesting the
adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation as provided in Article 5 (commencing
with Section 11346). This petition shall state the following clearly and concisely:

(a) The substance or nature of the regulation, amendment, or repeal requested.
(b) The reason for the request.
(c) Reference to the authority of the state agency to take the action requested.
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The Department appreciates the sentiment of the petition; however, after thorough review and
careful consideration, the Department is denying the request, in whole, because the

April 13, 2025, petition fails to meet the criteria for consideration in Section 11340.6 GC since it
does not request the adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation.

The Department is committed to providing the highest level of Safety, Service, and Security, and
has sought to achieve a balance between the essential duty of first responders to preserve life and
the need to protect the public. I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter. The
Department will make a copy of your petition and this denial available to the Office of
Administrative Law and any interested party. Please contact our Commercial Vehicle Section
with any questions regarding this letter or requests to obtain a copy of the petition, at

(916) 843-3400.

Sincerely,

For/ 18227

M. W. HEADRICK, Chief
Enforcement and Planning Division

Enclosure

cc: Office of Administrative Law




BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL

PETITION TO ENFORCE THE PROHIBITION OF EXCESSIVELY
BRIGHT AUXILIARY LED FLASHING LIGHTS

SUBMITTED BY
SOFT LIGHTS FOUNDATION AND MARK BAKER
. ON
APRIL 13,2025
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A. CITIZEN PETITION

The undersigned submits this petition under Title 2, Division 3, Part 1, Chapter 3.5,
Section 11340.6 of the California Government Code?, to request that the Commissioner of the
California Highway Patrol comply with California Vehicle Code Section § 2400 and enforce the
state and federal laws prohibiting the use of excessively bright auxiliary LED flashing lights on
vehicles.

B. STATEMENT OF GROUNDS

Federal law prohibits the installation of auxiliary lamps that impair the effectiveness of
required vehicle lighting equipment. 49 C.F.R. § 571.108(56.2.1) states, “No additional lamp,
reflective device, or other motor vehicle equipment is permitted to be installed that impairs the
effectiveness of lighting equipment required by this standard.”

In a September 16, 2019 Letter of Interpretation, the National Highway Traffic Safety
Safety Administration (“NHTSA”) wrote, “For auxiliary lamps, the primary restriction imposed
by FMVSS No. 108 is that the lamps cannot impair the effectiveness of a vehicle's required
lighting equipment.”2 Additionally, NHTSA wrote, “NHTSA interprets the impairment provision
to prohibit auxiliary lamps that are so bright as to obscure or distract from a vehicle's required
lamps.”

Figure 1 is a screen capture from a video showing California Highway Patrol, California
Department of Transportation, and other vehicles using auxiliary LED flashing lights which
obscure and distract and impair the effectiveness of required vehicle lighting equipment. The
full video is located at this link: (https://youtu.be/JCUISeTmAF4).

1 hitps://law.justia.com/codes/california/2022/code-gov/title-2/division-3/part-1/chapter-3-5/article-1/section-

11340-6/
2 https://lindseyresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/NHTSA-2019-0090-0001-

Legal Interpretation- FMVSS 108.pdf
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F/gure 1 - Auxiliary LED Flashing Lights

California Vehicle Code (“CVC”) § 25250 states, “Flashing lights are prohibited on
vehicles except as otherwise permitted.”

Because 49 C.F.R. § 571.108(56.2.1) is a federal law which prohibits auxiliary lighting
that impairs the effectiveness of required vehicle lighting, there is no state law which can
permit excessively bright auxiliary lights.

CVC § 2400 states, "The [CHP] commissioner shall enforce all laws regulating the
operation of vehicles and the use of the highways.”

California law requires the CHP to enforce all laws regulating the operation of vehicles.
However, despite the federal prohibition of excessively bright auxiliary lights on vehicles, the
use of flashing lights on vehicles such as tow trucks, garbage trucks, utility vehicles, and
emergency vehicles using Light Emitting Diode (“LED") technology has exploded in the past 5
years. The CHP has failed to comply with CVC § 2400 which requires that the CHP enforce the
prohibition of excessively bright auxiliary LED lights.

There are several government agencies and corporations that have large fleets of
vehicles that have installed unlawful auxiliary LED flashing lights. Excessively bright auxiliary
LED flashing lights impair vision for both human and Artificial Intelligence systems. CHP
enforcement of the prohibition of excessively bright auxiliary LED flashing lights would provide
significant benefit to public health and safety.
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- California Department of Transportation
- California Highway Patrol

- Pacific Gas & Electric

- AT&T

- Waste Management

- Ambulance companies

- Local fire departments

- United Traffic Control Services

- American Automobile Association

C. REQUESTED ACTION

Petitioner requests that the CHP agree to comply with CVC § 2400 and enforce the
prohibition of excessively bright auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles driven in California.

Respectfully Submitted By:

/s/ Mark Baker
Individual

/s/ Mark Baker

President

Soft Lights Foundation

9450 SW Gemini Drive PMB 44671
Beaverton, OR 97008
mbaker@softlights.org
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APPENDIX A
EXAMPLES OF EXCESSIVELY BRIGHT AND [LLEGAL AUXILIARY LIGHTS

Figure 3 - https://voutu.be/OMLDA6t001Q
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