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Mark Baker
1520 E. Covell Blvd. Suite 5-467
Davis, CA 95616
mbaker@softlights.org
234-206-1977
Pro Se

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SACRAMENTO COUNTY

MARK BAKER,

Petitioner,

vs.

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION AND DOES 1-20

Respondents.

Case No.: ______________

PETITION FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF 
AND WRIT OF MANDATE

Cal Veh. Code §§ 25250, 24005, Cal. Code 
Regs. Tit. 13 § 817, Cal. Civ. Proc.1085 
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. California Vehicle Code Section 25250 Flashing lights are prohibited on 

vehicles except as otherwise permitted. California Code of Regulations, Title 13 Section 

817 establishes the photometric requirements for those flashing light technologies that are 

alternate on and off by controlling the voltage are not listed in Cal. Code Reg. title 13 § 

thus prohibited under Cal. Veh. Code § 25250.

2. Cal. Veh. Code § 24005 states that it is unlawful to install or replace lighting 

equipment that is not in conformity with regulations.  Despite the clarity of these 

regulations prohibiting the installation and use of auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles, 

, installs, and operates

illegal auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles.

3. This petition seeks to have the Court declare that auxiliary LED flashing lights on 

vehicles compel Caltrans to refrain from 

installing and operating auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles.

II. PARTIES

4. Petitioner MARK BAKER is the Founder and President of the Soft Lights 

Foundation, a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the protection of 

individuals and the environment from the harms of LED lights and is a resident of 

California.  Petitioner files this complaint In Pro Per.

5. Petitioner suffers severe trauma when exposed to LED flashing lights and has

submitted multiple requests for accommodation to Caltrans under the Americans with 
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BAKER V. CALTRANS - 5

Disabilities Act, all of which have been denied by Caltrans.  Petitioner has also submitted 

multiple injury claims to Caltrans, all of which have either been denied or ignored. Thus, 

the Petitioner has exhausted all administrative remedies, and Petitioner therefore seeks this 

extraordinary relief through the Court via this Petition.

6. Respondent CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION is a State of 

California public agency.

7. Petitioner does not know the true names and capacities, whether individual, 

corporate, associate, or otherwise, of Respondents DOE 1 through DOE 20, inclusive, and 

therefore sues said Respondents under fictitious names. Petitioner will amend this Petition 

to show their true names and capacities when they are known.

III. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

8. This Court has jurisdiction over the matters alleged in this Petition pursuant to Code 

of Civil Procedure section 1085(a) A writ of mandate may be issued by any 

court to any inferior tribunal, corporation, board, or person, to compel the performance of 

an act which the law specially enjoins, as a duty resulting from an office, trust, or station, 

or to compel the admission of a party to the use and enjoyment of a right or office to which 

the party is entitled, and from which the party is unlawfully precluded by that inferior 

tribunal, corporation, board, or person.

9. Because this is an action or proceeding against an agency that operates in 

Sacramento County, venue is proper in this Court.

10. Petitioner has performed any and all conditions precedent to filing this instant 

action and has exhausted any and all available administrative remedies to the extent 

required by law.
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BAKER V. CALTRANS - 6

11. Petitioner has no plain, speedy, or adequate remedy in the course of ordinary law

unless this Court grants the requested writ of mandate to compel Caltrans to comply with 

its ministerial duties under the law.  In the absence of such remedies, Caltrans employees, 

the public, and individuals with disabilities, including Petitioner, will suffer irreparable 

harm.

12. The maintenance of this action is for the purpose of enforcing important public 

policies of the State of California with respect to protecting the health, safety, and civil 

rights of employees, first responders, the public, and individuals with disabilities. The 

maintenance and prosecution of this action will confer a substantial benefit upon the 

Petitioner and the public by protecting the public from health and safety harms and 

discrimination alleged in this Petition. The Petitioner is acting as a private attorney general, 

under the private attorney general doctrine, to enforce these public policies and prevent 

such harm.

IV. STANDING

13. California recognizes, through case law and statute, citizen standing. Citizen 

standing is the doctrine that the illegal action

interest in the laws being observed, and that this interest can form the basis of an action 

seeking to correct the illegality. (Common Cause v. Bd. of Supervisors (1989) 49 Cal. 3d 

440)

14. The Petitioner is a resident of California and has traveled extensively throughout 

California.  The Petitioner has suffered severe neurological and psychological trauma 
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BAKER V. CALTRANS - 7

numerous times from exposure to auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles.  Thus, the 

Petitioner has a beneficial interest in this issue. (Cal. Code of Civ. Proc., § 1086).

15. The maintenance of this action is for the purpose of enforcing important public 

policies of the State of California with respect to the protection of public health, safety, and 

civil rights.  The maintenance and prosecution of this action will confer a substantial public 

benefit by protecting the public from the adverse impacts of illegal auxiliary LED flashing 

lights. The Petitioner is the President of the Soft Lights Foundation and advocates for the 

protection of individuals who are adversely impacted by LED light.  Thus, the Petitioner 

has standing for this case due to the Public Interest Exception. (Board of Social Welfare v. 

County of Los Angeles (1945) 27 Cal. 2d 101, Green v. Obledo (1981), Dix v. Superior 

Court (1991), Save the Plastic Bag Coalition v. City of Manhattan Beach (2011))

16. The Petitioner has taxpayer standing under Code of Civil Procedure § 526a.

17. The Petitioner is acting as a private attorney general under California Code of 

Regulations § 1021.5 to enforce these public policies.

V. STATEMENT OF FACTS

A. Light Emitting Diodes

18. A Light Emitting Diode is a device that emits Visible Light radiation from a

semiconductor.  LEDs can have far higher intensity than traditional light sources such as a 

tungsten filament light bulb.  The U.S. Department of Energy states that LEDs are a 
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. 1  

LEDs can be made to flash by turning the voltage on and off.  Since LEDs turn on and off 

almost instantly, the resulting flashing is digital in nature.  It is an small size, high 

intensity, and digital flashing that makes LED flashing lights on vehicles hazardous, 

dangerous, and discriminatory.

19. The US Food and Drug Administration is the responsible agency for regulating LED 

products as per 21 U.S.C. Part C.  However, the FDA has failed to comply with the 

requirements of 21 U.S.C. Part C and thus there are no federal performance standards for 

LED products.  The FDA has not tested or evaluated LED products, and the FDA has not 

published any limits on luminance, radiance, spectral power distribution, spatial 

distribution, square wave flicker, or digital flashing characteristics to ensure that LED light 

is safe for humans and the environment.  

20. Figure 1 shows an example of intense LED flashing lights on a Caltrans vehicle.  The

intensity of the source light from an LED is called luminance, which is measured in 

candela per square meter or nit.  The human eye has a bi-convex lens that recreates the 

intensity of the light onto the retina, which in turn sends these intensity and flashing signals

to the brain.  A direct view of the high intensity and digital flashing interferes with vision 

and cognitive functioning and interferes with the effectiveness of federally required vehicle 

lighting equipment by obscuring the required lighting equipment.

1 https://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/publications/pdfs/ssl/ssl_lessons-learned_2014.pdf
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BAKER V. CALTRANS - 9

Figure 1 CalTrans LED Flashing Lights2

B.   Auxiliary Flashing Light Codes and Regulations

21. The federal government under the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

NHTSA has published multiple Letters of Interpretation (RJN, Exhibit A, NHTSA letter of 

interpretation) which expresses that NHTSA believes that auxiliary flashing lights are a 

safety hazard and not legal because of 49 C.F.R. § 571.108(S6.2.1) No 

additional lamp, reflective device, or other motor vehicle equipment is permitted to be 

installed that impairs the effectiveness of lighting equipment required by this standard.

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCUlSeTmAF4



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

BAKER V. CALTRANS - 10

22. The California Vehicle Code is even more explicit.  Cal. Veh. Code § 25250 states, 

Flashing lights are prohibited on vehicles except as otherwise permitted. Thus, in 

California, the only instance where a flashing light is not prohibited is when there is an 

23. The C has evaluated and published photometric 

requirements for five technology categories for warning lamps in Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 13 § 

817.  The photometric requirements for warning lamps are as follows: (a) Steady Burning

or Flashing Warning Controlled by Electrical Current, b) Revolving Warning Lamps, c) 

Oscillating Warning Lamps, d) Gaseous Discharge Lamps.  

24. Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 13 § 817(e) Alternative Technologies. Nothing in this 

standard shall be construed to prohibit the use of any appropriate technology for light 

sources provided the appropriate photometric and other requirements for the type of 

lamp are met. Steady-burning warning lamps, and flashing lamps which alternate between 

on and off by interrupting the electrical current to the lamp, shall meet the photometric 

requirements of Class A, B, C or D as shown in Table I. Warning lamps which approximate 

or simulate the appearance of revolving warning lamps shall meet the photometric 

requirements of Table II. Warning lamps which approximate or simulate the appearance of 

oscillating warning lamps shall meet the photometric requirements of Table III.

[emphasis added.]

25. As is clear from Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 13 § 817, the CHP does recognize that 

alternative technologies such as LEDs may be invented from time to time, but any 

alternative technology must meet the appropriate photometric requirements.  The CHP has 

not established any photometric requirements for any technology which turns on and off by 
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BAKER V. CALTRANS - 11

voltage and has not established any photometric requirements for LED technology.  

§

25250, and thus the use of auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles is prohibited.

26. As per the legal maxim Expressio Unius Est Exclusio Alterius, the existence of 

photometric requirements for Steady Burning, Flashing Warning Controlled by Electrical 

Current, Revolving Warning, Oscillating, and Gaseous Discharge Lamps permits those 

technologies for use as auxiliary flashing lights, but excludes technologies for which no 

performance standards have been established, such as LED technology.

27. If Caltrans wishes to use LED auxiliary LED flashing light technology, then Caltrans 

may petition the CHP under Cal. Gov. Code Title 2 § 11340.6. If the CHP accepts the 

petition, proposes and then publishes new regulations to permit auxiliary LED flashing 

lights on California vehicles, then Caltrans would be able to use auxiliary LED flashing 

lights.  However, until that process occurs, auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles have 

not been otherwise permitted and their use is a violation of Cal. Veh. Code § 25250.

C.   Adverse Impacts of LED Flashing Lights

28. High visual salience of alert signals can 

lead to a counterintuitive increase of reaction times

flashing lights is a safety hazard.3 However, increasing visual salience did not 

yield similar benefits: instead, it increased the time between fixating the alert and 

responding, as high-salience alerts interfered with alert-task execution.

3 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-024-58953-4
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29. On June 23, 2025, an officer with the Los Angeles Police Department was killed 

while using rear amber lights.4  On June 17, 2024, a Tesla vehicle in self-driving mode 

crashed into a police vehicle that was operating flashing lights.5  On April 27, 2024, an 

officer in Louisiana was killed while using flashing lights.6

30. It is likely that the lights that were in use when the officers were killed were high-

luminance LED lights that were turning on and off using voltage.  Thus, there is good 

reason to prohibit the use of intense, flashing lights that alternate between on and off using 

voltage until such lights have been vetted for safety, photometric standards established, and 

then legally permitted for use in the California codes.

D.   Petitioner Injuries 

31. The Petitioner has suffered repeated severe psychological and neurological trauma 

from exposure to auxiliary LED flashing lights on vehicles, some of which have been 

reported to the US Food and Drug Administration via the Soft Lights Foundation.

(EXHIBIT A).

E.   Petitioner Administrative Actions

32. On October 10, 2023, Petitioner notified Caltrans of a severe psychological event 

involving Caltrans auxiliary LED flashing lights and Petitioner requested ADA 

4 https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/southbound-405-freeway-brentwood-deadly-crash/
5 https://www.fox5dc.com/news/tesla-self-drive-mode-crashes-police-vehicle-california
6 https://lsp.org/community-outreach/news/commercial-motor-vehicle-strikes-and-kills-dubach-police-officer-on-us-
167/
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BAKER V. CALTRANS - 13

accommodation. (EXHIBIT B). On October 18, 2023, Caltrans denied the request for ADA 

accommodation. (EXHIBIT C).

33. On June 17, 2024, Petitioner submitted an injury claim form to Caltrans (EXHIBIT 

D). On September 30, 2024, Caltrans denied another Petitioner ADA request for 

accommodation (EXHIBIT E).

34. On November 6, 2024, Petitioner submitted another injury claim form to Caltrans 

(EXHIBIT F).  Caltrans rejected this claim on November 20, 2024 (EXHIBIT G).

35. On January 8, 2025, Petitioner, as President of the Soft Lights Foundation, notified 

Caltrans that auxiliary LED flashing lights are prohibited. (EXHIBIT H).

36. On February 2, 2025, Petitioner submitted another injury claim form to Caltrans 

(EXHIBIT I).

37.

(EXHIBIT J).

38. The Petitioner has exhausted all administrative remedies with Caltrans prior to filing 

this Petition for Writ of Mandate.

VI. FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

Declaratory Relief (Code Civ. Proc., § 1060; Cal. Veh. Code § 25250; Cal. 
Code Regs. Title 13 § 817)

39. Petitioner incorporates by reference each and every allegation of the preceding 

paragraphs.

40. Cal. Veh. Code § 25250 Flashing lights are prohibited on vehicles except as 

otherwise permitted.
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41. Cal. Code of Regs. Title 13 § 817 Photometric Test Requirements ((RJN, EXHIBIT 

B, Photometric Test Requirements) explicitly permits the following: 

Table I: MINIMUM CANDELA FOR STEADY-BURNING WARNING LAMPS 

AND FLASHING WARNING LAMPS WHICH ALTERNATE BETWEEN ON AND 

OFF BY ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLING THE CURRENT

Table II: MINIMUM CANDELA FOR REVOLVING WARNING LAMPS

Table III: MINIMUM CANDELA FOR OSCILLATING WARNING LAMPS

Table IV: MINIMUM CANDELA-SECONDS FOR GASEOUS DISCHARGE 

WARNING LAMPS

There is no table for LED warning lamps that alternate between on and off by 

controlling the voltage and thus there is no permission for LED flashing lights on vehicles.

42.

for use on California vehicles, and thus their use is prohibited by Cal. Veh. Code § 25250.

43. Caltrans has refused to acknowledge that auxiliary LED flashing lights have not been 

44. Therefore, the Petitioner requests a declaration from this Court that auxiliary LED 

VII. SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

Writ of Mandate (Code Civ. Proc., § 1085; Violation of Cal. Veh. Code § 
24005)

45. Petitioner incorporates by reference each and every allegation of the preceding 

paragraphs.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

BAKER V. CALTRANS - 15

46. Under state law, Caltrans is prohibited from installing lighting equipment that does 

not comply with state regulations.

47. Caltrans installs illegal auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles, in 

violation of Cal. Veh. Code § 24005.  

48. Accordingly, a writ of mandate should be issued compelling Caltrans to refrain from

installing auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles.

VIII. THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION

Writ of Mandate (Code Civ. Proc., § 1085; Violation of Cal. Veh. Code § 
25250)

49. Petitioner incorporates by reference each and every allegation of the preceding 

paragraphs.

50.

51. Caltrans operates illegal auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles, in 

violation of Cal. Veh. Code § 25250.  

52. Accordingly, a writ of mandate should be issued directing Caltrans to cease operating

auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles.

IX. RELIEF REQUESTED

53. Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court enter judgment:

54. A) Declaring that auxiliary LED flashing lights 

under Cal. Veh. Code § 25250.
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55. B) Issuing a writ of mandate compelling the California Department of Transportation, 

under Cal. Veh. Code § 24005, to refrain from installing auxiliary LED flashing lights on 

Caltrans vehicles.

56. C) Issuing a writ of mandate directing Caltrans to comply with Cal. Veh. Code § 

25250 and cease operating auxiliary LED flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles.

57. D) For costs of the suit;

58. E) For Petitioner

1021.5 and/or other provisions of law; and

59. F) For such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

Dated: June 28, 2025

Respectfully Submitted,

By: /s/ Mark Baker
In Pro Per



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 







STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

PERSONAL INFORMATION NOTICE 
Pursuant to the Federal Privacy Act (Section 552 et seq.) and the Information Practices Act of 1977 (IPA) (Civil Code Sections 1798 et seq.), notice is hereby 
given for the request of personal information by this form. The requested personal information is voluntary. The principal purpose of the voluntary information is 
to facilitate the processing of this form. The failure to provide all or any part of the requested information may delay processing of this form. No disclosure of 
personal information will be made unless permissible under Article 6, Section 1798.24 of the IPA of 1977. Each individual has the right upon request and proper 
identification, to inspect all personal information in any record maintained on the individual by an identifying particular.

Use this form to file a claim of $10,000 or less against the California Department of Transportation for death or personal injury, or for injury to 
personal property or growing crops.  (Government Code sections 911.2, 935.7)

PLEASE: Complete electronically or print or use a typewriter when filling out this form. 
Sign and date claim form. 
(UNSIGNED AND UNDATED FORMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)

WARNING: GOVERNMENT CODE § 911.2 
PROVIDES SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
INCIDENT TO FILE A CLAIM FOR PERSONAL 
INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE.

STATE USE ONLY
FILE NUMBER1. NAME: LAST FIRST MIDDLE

HOME ADDRESS CONTACT PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

2. IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC TIME AND DATE FOR THE INCIDENT 
CAUSING YOUR DAMAGE

TIME OF INCIDENT AM

PM

DATE OF INCIDENT

3. STATE THE LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT (COUNTY, HIGHWAY, NEAREST OFF-RAMP, CROSS STREET, OR POSTMILE).

COUNTY ROUTE DIRECTION POSTMILE CROSS STREET

DESCRIBE THE INCIDENT LOCATION (FOR EXAMPLE: "JUST NORTH OF 1ST STREET, IN THE NUMBER 1 LANE")

4. EXPLAIN HOW THE INJURY OR DAMAGE OCCURRED

5. WHAT DO YOU CLAIM CALTRANS OR ITS CONTRACTOR DID TO CAUSE YOUR INJURY OR DAMAGE?

6. WHAT INJURY OR DAMAGE ARE YOU CLAIMING HAPPENED?

7. WHAT IS THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF YOUR CLAIM? (SUBMIT TWO ESTIMATES OR ONE PAID RECEIPT)              $

8. INSURANCE INFORMATION
NAME OF INSURER POLICY NUMBER

YES NO

YES NO HOW MUCH DID INSURANCE PAY?             $

YES NO

MAKE OF VEHICLE MODEL COLOR YEAR VEHICLE LICENSE NO.

10. SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT DATE

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

FOR STATE USE ONLY (BELOW)

DATE CLAIM RECEIVED REVIEWED BY: DISTRICT CLAIMS OFFICER
AMOUNT APPROVED $

DENIED

DENIAL DATE
STATE 
RESPONSIBILITY

TORT FUND/ 
CONTRACT CONTINGENCY

CONTRACTOR 
RESPONSIBILTY

LOCATION CODING

DISTRICT COUNTY ROUTE POSTMILE

COST CODING

DEPARTMENT FUND UNIT OBJECT PROJECT NUMBER PHASE

ITEM CHAPTER STATUTES FISCAL YEAR SCHEDULE NUMBER

ACCOUNTING OFFICER SIGNATURE DATE

FOR CLAIMS TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000) OR LESS

Select District 
Address

FOR CLAIMS OVER TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000)

You must file a claim with the Government Claims Program in West Sacramento, California. 
If you have any questions about claims of more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), contact:

Government Claims Program 
Office of Risk and Insurance Management 
Department of General Services 
P.O. Box 989052, MS 414 
West Sacramento, CA 95798-9052 
Phone: 1-800-955-0045 
E-mail:  gcinfo@dgs.ca.gov 
Website:  http://www.dgs.ca.gov/orim/Programs/GovernmentClaims.aspx

The fact that this brief statement of the initial procedure to be followed in submitting a claim against 
the State of California, or against any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, 
agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, has been furnished to you or that an investigation 
of any claim is undertaken is not to be taken as an admission of liability in any respect on the 
part of the State of California, or by any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, 
divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, nor is the fact that this 
informational statement has been furnished to you to be construed as a waiver of any 
requirements imposed by the law or of any defense which may be available to the State of 
California or to any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, 
officers, employees, agents, or directors, in connection with any claim that may be filed. 

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORM LD-0274

Please note that failure to complete all sections of the claim form may 
delay the processing of your claim or result in the return of your claim.

1. Claimant's Name and Contact Information: State the full name, mailing address, e-mail address, and contact telephone number(s) of the 
person or entity claiming property damage, personal injury, or other loss.  

2. Date and Time When the Injury/Damage First Occurred: State the exact month, day, year, and time of the incident giving rise to the 
claim. 

3. Location of Incident: Specify the county, highway number, direction of travel, post mile, nearest exit(s), cross-streets, and any additional 
information indicating where the incident giving rise to the claim occurred. Providing a map is optional, but advised. The more information 
you provide, the easier it is for us to assist you. You should also attach a copy of the police report (if one exists) of the incident. 

4. How Your Injury/Damage Occurred: Provide complete details about what happened to cause your injury/damages. If you need more 
space, you may attach additional pages. 

5. What Do You Claim Caltrans or Its Contractor Did to Cause Your Injury or Damage? State in detail all facts in support of your claim. 
Identify all persons or entities involved and why you believe Caltrans or its contractor is liable. If applicable, provide the name of the 
Caltrans employee or contractor, and the State of California vehicle license plate/ID number. If you need more space, you may attach 
additional pages. 

6. What Injury or Damage Are You Claiming Happened? Specify the exact injury or damage for which you are claiming, including all alleged 
injuries, property damage, and/or loss. If you need more space, you may attach additional pages. You can attach photographs and any 
additional supporting documents. If you do, be sure the photographs show the damage and its size relative to the vehicle. More than one 
photograph provides more information to assist the evaluation of your claim. 

7. What Is the Dollar Amount of Your Claim? State the total dollar amount for which you are claiming. Leaving the dollar amount blank will 
result in your claim being deemed incomplete, and your claim will be returned without further action. Please submit two (2) written estimates 
and/or one (1) paid receipt for all damages claimed. If you are submitting proof of payment, copies of credit card statements or copies of the 
front and back of cancelled checks are required. Invoices will not be accepted as actual proof of payment. All invoices must list the 
claimant's name and vehicle license plate number, vendor's letterhead, and an itemized list of repairs. Caltrans will not accept quotes 
retrieved from the internet. 

8. Insurance Information: State the name of your insurer and policy number. If you have been reimbursed by your insurance company, you 
may not be eligible for compensation. 

9. Are You the Registered Owner of the Vehicle/Damaged Property? Only the registered owner may file a claim for damage to a vehicle or 
property. Be sure to provide all vehicle information, including a copy of the vehicle's registration. 

10. Signature of Claimant: Please sign and date the claim form. Caltrans does not accept claim forms without an original signature. Faxed or 
photocopied claim forms will not be accepted. 

Mailing Completed Form: The completed form must be mailed to the District Claims Office assigned to the county in which your injury/
damages occurred. To determine the proper District Claims Office to which you should mail your completed form, you can use the map on the 
website and click on the county. The website map will show the District Claims Office responsible for that county, including its address and 
telephone number. You can then use the drop down menu on page 2 of this form to automatically fill in the address for the appropriate District 
Claims Office. If you have any questions about the location where your injury/damages occurred, you can contact any District Claims Office. 

If your claim is over ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), you must file a different form with the Government Claims Program WITHIN 6 MONTHS 
OF THE DATE OF INCIDENT. A claim form may be obtained by contacting the Government Claims Program at: 

Government Claims Program 
Office of Risk and Insurance Management 
Department of General Services 
P.O. Box 989052, MS 414 
West Sacramento, CA 95798-9052 
Phone: 1-800-955-0045 
E-mail: gcinfo@dgs.ca.gov 
The claim form may also be downloaded from the Government Claims Program website at: 
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/orim/Programs/GovernmentClaims.aspx 
The fact that this brief statement of the initial procedure to be followed in submitting a claim against the State of California, or against any of the State of 
California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, has been furnished to you or that an investigation of any 
claim is undertaken is not to be taken as an admission of liability in any respect on the part of the State of California, or by any of the State of California's 
subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, nor is the fact that this informational statement has been furnished to 
you to be construed as a waiver of any requirements imposed by the law or of any defense which may be available to the State of California or to any of the State 
of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, in connection with any claim that may be filed. 

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.





STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

PERSONAL INFORMATION NOTICE 
Pursuant to the Federal Privacy Act (Section 552 et seq.) and the Information Practices Act of 1977 (IPA) (Civil Code Sections 1798 et seq.), notice is hereby 
given for the request of personal information by this form. The requested personal information is voluntary. The principal purpose of the voluntary information is 
to facilitate the processing of this form. The failure to provide all or any part of the requested information may delay processing of this form. No disclosure of 
personal information will be made unless permissible under Article 6, Section 1798.24 of the IPA of 1977. Each individual has the right upon request and proper 
identification, to inspect all personal information in any record maintained on the individual by an identifying particular.

Use this form to file a claim of $10,000 or less against the California Department of Transportation for death or personal injury, or for injury to 
personal property or growing crops.  (Government Code sections 911.2, 935.7)

PLEASE: Complete electronically or print or use a typewriter when filling out this form. 
Sign and date claim form. 
(UNSIGNED AND UNDATED FORMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)

WARNING: GOVERNMENT CODE § 911.2 
PROVIDES SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
INCIDENT TO FILE A CLAIM FOR PERSONAL 
INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE.

STATE USE ONLY
FILE NUMBER1. NAME: LAST FIRST MIDDLE

HOME ADDRESS CONTACT PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

2. IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC TIME AND DATE FOR THE INCIDENT 
CAUSING YOUR DAMAGE

TIME OF INCIDENT AM

PM

DATE OF INCIDENT

3. STATE THE LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT (COUNTY, HIGHWAY, NEAREST OFF-RAMP, CROSS STREET, OR POSTMILE).

COUNTY ROUTE DIRECTION POSTMILE CROSS STREET

DESCRIBE THE INCIDENT LOCATION (FOR EXAMPLE: "JUST NORTH OF 1ST STREET, IN THE NUMBER 1 LANE")

4. EXPLAIN HOW THE INJURY OR DAMAGE OCCURRED

5. WHAT DO YOU CLAIM CALTRANS OR ITS CONTRACTOR DID TO CAUSE YOUR INJURY OR DAMAGE?

6. WHAT INJURY OR DAMAGE ARE YOU CLAIMING HAPPENED?

7. WHAT IS THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF YOUR CLAIM? (SUBMIT TWO ESTIMATES OR ONE PAID RECEIPT)              $

8. INSURANCE INFORMATION
NAME OF INSURER POLICY NUMBER

YES NO

YES NO HOW MUCH DID INSURANCE PAY?             $

YES NO

MAKE OF VEHICLE MODEL COLOR YEAR VEHICLE LICENSE NO.

10. SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT DATE

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

FOR STATE USE ONLY (BELOW)

DATE CLAIM RECEIVED REVIEWED BY: DISTRICT CLAIMS OFFICER
AMOUNT APPROVED $

DENIED

DENIAL DATE
STATE 
RESPONSIBILITY

TORT FUND/ 
CONTRACT CONTINGENCY

CONTRACTOR 
RESPONSIBILTY

LOCATION CODING

DISTRICT COUNTY ROUTE POSTMILE

COST CODING

DEPARTMENT FUND UNIT OBJECT PROJECT NUMBER PHASE

ITEM CHAPTER STATUTES FISCAL YEAR SCHEDULE NUMBER

ACCOUNTING OFFICER SIGNATURE DATE

FOR CLAIMS TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000) OR LESS

Select District 
Address

FOR CLAIMS OVER TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000)

You must file a claim with the Government Claims Program in West Sacramento, California. 
If you have any questions about claims of more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), contact:

Government Claims Program 
Office of Risk and Insurance Management 
Department of General Services 
P.O. Box 989052, MS 414 
West Sacramento, CA 95798-9052 
Phone: 1-800-955-0045 
E-mail:  gcinfo@dgs.ca.gov 
Website:  http://www.dgs.ca.gov/orim/Programs/GovernmentClaims.aspx

The fact that this brief statement of the initial procedure to be followed in submitting a claim against 
the State of California, or against any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, 
agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, has been furnished to you or that an investigation 
of any claim is undertaken is not to be taken as an admission of liability in any respect on the 
part of the State of California, or by any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, 
divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, nor is the fact that this 
informational statement has been furnished to you to be construed as a waiver of any 
requirements imposed by the law or of any defense which may be available to the State of 
California or to any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, 
officers, employees, agents, or directors, in connection with any claim that may be filed. 

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORM LD-0274

Please note that failure to complete all sections of the claim form may 
delay the processing of your claim or result in the return of your claim.

1. Claimant's Name and Contact Information: State the full name, mailing address, e-mail address, and contact telephone number(s) of the 
person or entity claiming property damage, personal injury, or other loss.  

2. Date and Time When the Injury/Damage First Occurred: State the exact month, day, year, and time of the incident giving rise to the 
claim. 

3. Location of Incident: Specify the county, highway number, direction of travel, post mile, nearest exit(s), cross-streets, and any additional 
information indicating where the incident giving rise to the claim occurred. Providing a map is optional, but advised. The more information 
you provide, the easier it is for us to assist you. You should also attach a copy of the police report (if one exists) of the incident. 

4. How Your Injury/Damage Occurred: Provide complete details about what happened to cause your injury/damages. If you need more 
space, you may attach additional pages. 

5. What Do You Claim Caltrans or Its Contractor Did to Cause Your Injury or Damage? State in detail all facts in support of your claim. 
Identify all persons or entities involved and why you believe Caltrans or its contractor is liable. If applicable, provide the name of the 
Caltrans employee or contractor, and the State of California vehicle license plate/ID number. If you need more space, you may attach 
additional pages. 

6. What Injury or Damage Are You Claiming Happened? Specify the exact injury or damage for which you are claiming, including all alleged 
injuries, property damage, and/or loss. If you need more space, you may attach additional pages. You can attach photographs and any 
additional supporting documents. If you do, be sure the photographs show the damage and its size relative to the vehicle. More than one 
photograph provides more information to assist the evaluation of your claim. 

7. What Is the Dollar Amount of Your Claim? State the total dollar amount for which you are claiming. Leaving the dollar amount blank will 
result in your claim being deemed incomplete, and your claim will be returned without further action. Please submit two (2) written estimates 
and/or one (1) paid receipt for all damages claimed. If you are submitting proof of payment, copies of credit card statements or copies of the 
front and back of cancelled checks are required. Invoices will not be accepted as actual proof of payment. All invoices must list the 
claimant's name and vehicle license plate number, vendor's letterhead, and an itemized list of repairs. Caltrans will not accept quotes 
retrieved from the internet. 

8. Insurance Information: State the name of your insurer and policy number. If you have been reimbursed by your insurance company, you 
may not be eligible for compensation. 

9. Are You the Registered Owner of the Vehicle/Damaged Property? Only the registered owner may file a claim for damage to a vehicle or 
property. Be sure to provide all vehicle information, including a copy of the vehicle's registration. 

10. Signature of Claimant: Please sign and date the claim form. Caltrans does not accept claim forms without an original signature. Faxed or 
photocopied claim forms will not be accepted. 

Mailing Completed Form: The completed form must be mailed to the District Claims Office assigned to the county in which your injury/
damages occurred. To determine the proper District Claims Office to which you should mail your completed form, you can use the map on the 
website and click on the county. The website map will show the District Claims Office responsible for that county, including its address and 
telephone number. You can then use the drop down menu on page 2 of this form to automatically fill in the address for the appropriate District 
Claims Office. If you have any questions about the location where your injury/damages occurred, you can contact any District Claims Office. 

If your claim is over ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), you must file a different form with the Government Claims Program WITHIN 6 MONTHS 
OF THE DATE OF INCIDENT. A claim form may be obtained by contacting the Government Claims Program at: 

Government Claims Program 
Office of Risk and Insurance Management 
Department of General Services 
P.O. Box 989052, MS 414 
West Sacramento, CA 95798-9052 
Phone: 1-800-955-0045 
E-mail: gcinfo@dgs.ca.gov 
The claim form may also be downloaded from the Government Claims Program website at: 
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/orim/Programs/GovernmentClaims.aspx 
The fact that this brief statement of the initial procedure to be followed in submitting a claim against the State of California, or against any of the State of 
California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, has been furnished to you or that an investigation of any 
claim is undertaken is not to be taken as an admission of liability in any respect on the part of the State of California, or by any of the State of California's 
subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, nor is the fact that this informational statement has been furnished to 
you to be construed as a waiver of any requirements imposed by the law or of any defense which may be available to the State of California or to any of the State 
of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, in connection with any claim that may be filed. 

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.
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FoundationFoundationFoundation

9450 SW Gemini Drive
PMB 44671

Beaverton, OR 97008

January 8, 2025

BY EMAIL

Alan Steinberg, Deputy Chief Counsel
California Department of Transportation
alan.steinberg@dot.ca.gov

Re: Notice of Unlawful Use of LED Flashing Lights on Vehicles

Dear Alan Steinberg,

Flashing lights are prohibited on vehicles 
except as otherwise permitted. Title 13, Division 2, Section 2, Article 22 - Warning Lights, Section 817 
of the California Code of Regulations, which is published by the California Highway Patrol, lists the five 
technologies that are authorized for warning lamps: Steady Burning, Flashing Warning Controlled by 
Electrical Current, Revolving Warning, Oscillating Warning Lamps, and Gaseous Discharge 
Lamps." These technologies have gone through the vetting process, photometric standards have been 
developed, and these technologies have been approved by the CHP.

LED and laser flashing light technologies, however, have not been authorized. They have
not been through a vetting process. The minimum and maximum radiance values have not been 
established, the digital pulsing rates have not been established, and their safety and impacts on 
individuals with disabilities have not been evaluated.

decision to jump into LED flashing light technology without waiting for this 
technology to be authorized by the CHP now puts CalTrans in the position of having to remove 
supplemental LED flashing lights from CalTrans vehicles. LED and laser flashing lights are inherently 
dangerous due to their intensity, digital pulsing, and directional nature, and it's unlikely they will ever be 
approved if the proper vetting process is used.

CalTrans is known to be using supplemental LED warning lamps, despite their prohibition.  
LED warning lamps are known to be dangerous for CalTrans employees and the public and known to 
create discriminatory barriers for individuals with disabilities.  To protect the public welfare from 

unlawful actions, it is my intent to file a lawsuit against CalTrans, acting as a private attorney 
general for the benefit of the public, as authorized by California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5.  
However, prior to me filing the lawsuit, I request a Meet and Confer with a CalTrans official to determine 
if litigation can be avoided.

Please have the appropriate person contact me.

Sincerely,
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/s/ Mark Baker 
President 

Soft Lights Foundation 
mbaker@softlights.org 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

PERSONAL INFORMATION NOTICE 
Pursuant to the Federal Privacy Act (Section 552 et seq.) and the Information Practices Act of 1977 (IPA) (Civil Code Sections 1798 et seq.), notice is hereby 
given for the request of personal information by this form. The requested personal information is voluntary. The principal purpose of the voluntary information is 
to facilitate the processing of this form. The failure to provide all or any part of the requested information may delay processing of this form. No disclosure of 
personal information will be made unless permissible under Article 6, Section 1798.24 of the IPA of 1977. Each individual has the right upon request and proper 
identification, to inspect all personal information in any record maintained on the individual by an identifying particular.

Use this form to file a claim of $10,000 or less against the California Department of Transportation for death or personal injury, or for injury to 
personal property or growing crops.  (Government Code sections 911.2, 935.7)

PLEASE: Complete electronically or print or use a typewriter when filling out this form. 
Sign and date claim form. 
(UNSIGNED AND UNDATED FORMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)

WARNING: GOVERNMENT CODE § 911.2 
PROVIDES SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
INCIDENT TO FILE A CLAIM FOR PERSONAL 
INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE.

STATE USE ONLY
FILE NUMBER1. NAME: LAST FIRST MIDDLE

HOME ADDRESS CONTACT PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

2. IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC TIME AND DATE FOR THE INCIDENT 
CAUSING YOUR DAMAGE

TIME OF INCIDENT AM

PM

DATE OF INCIDENT

3. STATE THE LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT (COUNTY, HIGHWAY, NEAREST OFF-RAMP, CROSS STREET, OR POSTMILE).

COUNTY ROUTE DIRECTION POSTMILE CROSS STREET

DESCRIBE THE INCIDENT LOCATION (FOR EXAMPLE: "JUST NORTH OF 1ST STREET, IN THE NUMBER 1 LANE")

4. EXPLAIN HOW THE INJURY OR DAMAGE OCCURRED

5. WHAT DO YOU CLAIM CALTRANS OR ITS CONTRACTOR DID TO CAUSE YOUR INJURY OR DAMAGE?

6. WHAT INJURY OR DAMAGE ARE YOU CLAIMING HAPPENED?

7. WHAT IS THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF YOUR CLAIM? (SUBMIT TWO ESTIMATES OR ONE PAID RECEIPT)              $

8. INSURANCE INFORMATION
NAME OF INSURER POLICY NUMBER

YES NO

YES NO HOW MUCH DID INSURANCE PAY?             $

YES NO

MAKE OF VEHICLE MODEL COLOR YEAR VEHICLE LICENSE NO.

10. SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT DATE

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

FOR STATE USE ONLY (BELOW)

DATE CLAIM RECEIVED REVIEWED BY: DISTRICT CLAIMS OFFICER
AMOUNT APPROVED $

DENIED

DENIAL DATE
STATE 
RESPONSIBILITY

TORT FUND/ 
CONTRACT CONTINGENCY

CONTRACTOR 
RESPONSIBILTY

LOCATION CODING

DISTRICT COUNTY ROUTE POSTMILE

COST CODING

DEPARTMENT FUND UNIT OBJECT PROJECT NUMBER PHASE

ITEM CHAPTER STATUTES FISCAL YEAR SCHEDULE NUMBER

ACCOUNTING OFFICER SIGNATURE DATE

FOR CLAIMS TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000) OR LESS

Select District 
Address

FOR CLAIMS OVER TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000)

You must file a claim with the Government Claims Program in West Sacramento, California. 
If you have any questions about claims of more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), contact:

Government Claims Program 
Office of Risk and Insurance Management 
Department of General Services 
P.O. Box 989052, MS 414 
West Sacramento, CA 95798-9052 
Phone: 1-800-955-0045 
E-mail:  gcinfo@dgs.ca.gov 
Website:  http://www.dgs.ca.gov/orim/Programs/GovernmentClaims.aspx

The fact that this brief statement of the initial procedure to be followed in submitting a claim against 
the State of California, or against any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, 
agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, has been furnished to you or that an investigation 
of any claim is undertaken is not to be taken as an admission of liability in any respect on the 
part of the State of California, or by any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, 
divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, nor is the fact that this 
informational statement has been furnished to you to be construed as a waiver of any 
requirements imposed by the law or of any defense which may be available to the State of 
California or to any of the State of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, 
officers, employees, agents, or directors, in connection with any claim that may be filed. 

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AMOUNTS $10,000 OR LESS 
LD-0274 (REV 05/2017)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORM LD-0274

Please note that failure to complete all sections of the claim form may 
delay the processing of your claim or result in the return of your claim.

1. Claimant's Name and Contact Information: State the full name, mailing address, e-mail address, and contact telephone number(s) of the 
person or entity claiming property damage, personal injury, or other loss.  

2. Date and Time When the Injury/Damage First Occurred: State the exact month, day, year, and time of the incident giving rise to the 
claim. 

3. Location of Incident: Specify the county, highway number, direction of travel, post mile, nearest exit(s), cross-streets, and any additional 
information indicating where the incident giving rise to the claim occurred. Providing a map is optional, but advised. The more information 
you provide, the easier it is for us to assist you. You should also attach a copy of the police report (if one exists) of the incident. 

4. How Your Injury/Damage Occurred: Provide complete details about what happened to cause your injury/damages. If you need more 
space, you may attach additional pages. 

5. What Do You Claim Caltrans or Its Contractor Did to Cause Your Injury or Damage? State in detail all facts in support of your claim. 
Identify all persons or entities involved and why you believe Caltrans or its contractor is liable. If applicable, provide the name of the 
Caltrans employee or contractor, and the State of California vehicle license plate/ID number. If you need more space, you may attach 
additional pages. 

6. What Injury or Damage Are You Claiming Happened? Specify the exact injury or damage for which you are claiming, including all alleged 
injuries, property damage, and/or loss. If you need more space, you may attach additional pages. You can attach photographs and any 
additional supporting documents. If you do, be sure the photographs show the damage and its size relative to the vehicle. More than one 
photograph provides more information to assist the evaluation of your claim. 

7. What Is the Dollar Amount of Your Claim? State the total dollar amount for which you are claiming. Leaving the dollar amount blank will 
result in your claim being deemed incomplete, and your claim will be returned without further action. Please submit two (2) written estimates 
and/or one (1) paid receipt for all damages claimed. If you are submitting proof of payment, copies of credit card statements or copies of the 
front and back of cancelled checks are required. Invoices will not be accepted as actual proof of payment. All invoices must list the 
claimant's name and vehicle license plate number, vendor's letterhead, and an itemized list of repairs. Caltrans will not accept quotes 
retrieved from the internet. 

8. Insurance Information: State the name of your insurer and policy number. If you have been reimbursed by your insurance company, you 
may not be eligible for compensation. 

9. Are You the Registered Owner of the Vehicle/Damaged Property? Only the registered owner may file a claim for damage to a vehicle or 
property. Be sure to provide all vehicle information, including a copy of the vehicle's registration. 

10. Signature of Claimant: Please sign and date the claim form. Caltrans does not accept claim forms without an original signature. Faxed or 
photocopied claim forms will not be accepted. 

Mailing Completed Form: The completed form must be mailed to the District Claims Office assigned to the county in which your injury/
damages occurred. To determine the proper District Claims Office to which you should mail your completed form, you can use the map on the 
website and click on the county. The website map will show the District Claims Office responsible for that county, including its address and 
telephone number. You can then use the drop down menu on page 2 of this form to automatically fill in the address for the appropriate District 
Claims Office. If you have any questions about the location where your injury/damages occurred, you can contact any District Claims Office. 

If your claim is over ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), you must file a different form with the Government Claims Program WITHIN 6 MONTHS 
OF THE DATE OF INCIDENT. A claim form may be obtained by contacting the Government Claims Program at: 

Government Claims Program 
Office of Risk and Insurance Management 
Department of General Services 
P.O. Box 989052, MS 414 
West Sacramento, CA 95798-9052 
Phone: 1-800-955-0045 
E-mail: gcinfo@dgs.ca.gov 
The claim form may also be downloaded from the Government Claims Program website at: 
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/orim/Programs/GovernmentClaims.aspx 
The fact that this brief statement of the initial procedure to be followed in submitting a claim against the State of California, or against any of the State of 
California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, has been furnished to you or that an investigation of any 
claim is undertaken is not to be taken as an admission of liability in any respect on the part of the State of California, or by any of the State of California's 
subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, nor is the fact that this informational statement has been furnished to 
you to be construed as a waiver of any requirements imposed by the law or of any defense which may be available to the State of California or to any of the State 
of California's subdivisions, departments, divisions, agencies, officers, employees, agents, or directors, in connection with any claim that may be filed. 

ADA Notice For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For alternate format information, contact the Forms 
Management Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, or write to Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.
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Mark Baker
1520 E. Covell Blvd. Suite 5 - 467
Davis, CA 95616
mbaker@softlights.org
234-206-1977
Pro Se

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SACREMENTO COUNTY

MARK BAKER,

Petitioner,

vs.

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION AND DOES 1-20

Respondents.

Case No.: ______________

REQEST FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE IN
SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR 
DECLARATORY RELIEF AND WRIT OF 
MANDATE 

PETITIONER, MARK BAKER, requests that the Court take judicial notice of the following 

Petition for Declaratory Relief and 

Writ of Mandate, filed concurrently with this Request for Judicial Notice:

1. A Letter of Interpretation from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

regarding flashing amber lights.  A true copy is attached as Exhibit A.

2. The photometric requirements for warning lamps on California vehicles.  A true copy is 

attached as Exhibit B.

Dated: June 29, 2025
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Respectfully Submitted,

By: /s/ Mark Baker
In Pro Per






















