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Foundation    

    

9450 SW Gemini Drive 
PMB 717836 

Beaverton, OR 97008 

 

 

December 1, 2025 

 

BY EMAIL 

Martin A Makary, Commissioner 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
commissioner@fda.hhs.gov 
 
Jonathan Morrison, Administrator 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
opl@dot.gov 
 
Re: Notice of Defective Technology – LED Vehicle Headlamps 

Dear Commissioner Makary and Mr. Morrison, 
 
 The Soft Lights Foundation hereby submits the following radiation reports for entry into 
the FDA and NHTSA record keeping systems and for public release. 
 

A. LED Incident Reports – April 21, 2024 – November 27, 2025. 
B. Ban Blinding Headlights Petition Comments – November 17, 2016 – November 30, 2025. 
C. Ban Blinding Headlights Petition Signatures - November 17, 2026 – December 2, 2025. 

 
The Soft Lights Foundation public petition reached 75,000 signatures on November 28, 

2025.  The number of public comments describing the safety hazards of LED vehicle headlamps 
now exceeds 4,700 comments. 
 

The extraordinarily large number of signatures and comments on the petition denote an 
unequivocal indication that LED vehicle headlamps are a defective technology.  Pursuant to 49 
U.S. Code § 30118 - Notification of defects and noncompliance, NHTSA is now required to notify 
the manufacturers of vehicles that were manufactured with LED vehicle headlamps that these 
vehicles contain a defect related to motor vehicle safety. 
 

The Secretary of Transportation shall notify the manufacturer of a motor vehicle or 
replacement equipment immediately after making an initial decision (through testing, 
inspection, investigation, or research carried out under this chapter, examining 
communications under section 30166(f) of this title, or otherwise) that the vehicle or 
equipment contains a defect related to motor vehicle safety or does not comply with an 
applicable motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under this chapter. (49 U.S. Code § 
30118(a)). 
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Pursuant to 21 U.S. Code § 360ll - Notification of defects in and repair or replacement of 

electronic products, the FDA is also required to notify the automakers that LED vehicle 
headlamp technology is defective. 

 
Notice from Secretary to manufacturer of defects or failure to comply with standards 
If through testing, inspection, investigation, or research carried out pursuant to this part, or 
examination of reports submitted pursuant to section 360nn of this title, or otherwise, the 
Secretary determines that any electronic product— 
(1) does not comply with an applicable standard prescribed pursuant to section 360kk of 
this title; or (2) contains a defect which relates to the safety of use of such product by 
reason of the emission of electronic product radiation; 
he shall immediately notify the manufacturer of such product of such defect or failure to 
comply. The notice shall contain the findings of the Secretary and shall include all 
information upon which the findings are based. The Secretary shall afford such 
manufacturer an opportunity to present his views and evidence in support thereof, to 
establish that there is no failure of compliance or that the alleged defect does not exist or 
does not relate to safety of use of the product by reason of the emission of such radiation 
hazard. If after such presentation by the manufacturer the Secretary determines that such 
product does not comply with an applicable standard prescribed pursuant to section 360kk 
of this title, or that it contains a defect which relates to the safety of use of such product by 
reason of the emission of electronic product radiation, the Secretary shall direct the 
manufacturer to furnish the notification specified in subsection (c) of this section to the 
persons specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b) of this section (where known to 
the manufacturer), unless the manufacturer has applied for an exemption from the 
requirement of such notification on the ground specified in paragraph (2) of subsection (a) 
and the Secretary is satisfied that such noncompliance or defect is not such as to create a 
significant risk of injury, including genetic injury, to any person. (21 U.S. Code § 360ll(e).) 
 
The Soft Lights Foundation requests that the FDA and NHTSA comply with their duties under 

the law and notify the automakers that LED vehicle headlamp technology is defective and that 
each automaker must open an investigation and submit detailed reports to the FDA and NHTSA. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
/s/ Mark Baker 

President 

Soft Lights Foundation 

www.softlights.org 

mbaker@softlights.org 
 

Enclosed: 2025-12-01 - LED Incident Reports.xlsx, 2025-12-01 - Petition Comments.xlsx, 2025-

12-01 - Petition Signatures.xlsx 

 


