9450 SW Gemini Drive
PMB 717836
Beaverton, OR 97008

December 6, 2025
BY EMAIL

The Honorable Ted Cruz, Chairman

The Honorable Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member

The Honorable Members of the Committee

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

Re: Defective LED Vehicle Headlamp Technology
Dear Chairman Cruz and Members of the Committee,

The most pressing and widespread matter regarding vehicle safety is the auto industry’s
pervasive use of Light Emitting Diode (“LED”) headlamp technology. This technology has been
demonstrated to be fundamentally defective as its use has created a major safety hazard for hundreds
of millions of Americans.

As shown in the accompanying image, the switch to high-intensity, blue-rich LED light sources
for vehicle headlamps has created an untenable safety risk for all drivers and pedestrians.




Besides creating a safety hazard, the non-replaceable, integrated nature of modern LED
headlamp assemblies means that a simple failure can cost consumers thousands of dollars to replace, an
undue financial burden that provides no demonstrated improvement to public safety or quality of life
over previous lighting systems.

Under 49 U.S. Code § 30118 (Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Act), LED headlamp technology
clearly qualifies as a defective technology. Each automaker and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) have a statutory duty to conduct an investigation into the health and safety
impacts of using small source size, blue-rich, high-intensity light sources which operate with few or no
restrictions on intensity (luminance) or spectral distribution (blue wavelength light).

The public outcry is massive and verifiable: The petition to ban blinding headlights reached
75,000 signatures in November 2025 and contains over 4,700 public comments submitted to NHTSA that
describe the adverse health and safety impacts of LED headlamps.!

The Soft Lights Foundation respectfully requests that the Committee use the opportunity at the
January 14, 2026 “Pedal to the Policy: The Views of the American Auto Industry on the Upcoming
Surface Transportation Reauthorization” hearing to ask why neither NHTSA nor any automaker has
complied with 49 U.S. Code § 30118 and opened a formal defect investigation into this matter which
affects all Americans.

Sincerely,

/s/ Mark Baker
President

Soft Lights Foundation
mbaker@softlights.org

cc:

Senator Cruz (preston_howey@cruz.senate.gov)

Senator Thune (adam_wek@thune.senate.gov)

Senator Wicker (dan_hillenbrand@wicker.senate.gov)
Senator Fischer (lauralee_burkett@fischer.senate.gov)
Senator Moran (garrison_holmberg@moran.senate.gov)
Senator Sullivan (erik_elam@sullivan.senate.gov)
Senator Blackburn (jamie_susskind@blackburn.senate.gov)
Senator Young (john_connell@young.senate.gov)
Senator Budd (ryan_alban@budd.senate.gov)

Senator Schmitt (max_richards@schmitt.senate.gov)
Senator Curtis (jake_bornstein@curtis.senate.gov)
Senator Moreno (andrew_rothe@moreno.senate.gov)
Senator Sheehy (matt_sommer@sheehy.senate.gov)
Senator Capito (james_mann@-capito.senate.gov)
Senator Lummis (marcus_brubaker@lummis.senate.gov)

1 https://www.change.org/p/u-s-dot-ban-blinding-headlights-and-save-lives
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Senator Cantwell (dan_taylor@cantwell.senate.gov)

Senator Klobuchar (baz_selassie@klobuchar.senate.gov)
Senator Schatz (roberto_berrios@schatz.senate.gov)

Senator Markey (jeremy_daloisio@markey.senate.gov)

Senator Peters (elizabeth_connolly@peters.senate.gov)
Senator Baldwin (meghan_rai@baldwin.senate.gov)

Senator Duckworth (benjamin_rhodeside@duckworth.senate.gov)
Senator Rosen (alejandro_renteria@rosen.senate.gov)

Senator Lujan (graham_mason@Iujan.senate.gov)

Senator Hickenlooper (kate_cassling@hickenlooper.senate.gov)
Senator Fetterman (jason_smith@fetterman.senate.gov)
Senator Kim (tom_carnes@kim.senate.gov)

Senator (kevin_diamond@bluntrochester.senate.gov)



