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Mark Baker <mbaker@softlights.org> Wed, Dec 3, 2025 at 7:28 PM

To: info@bcdc.ca.gov, Carsie Bonner <cbonner@bayareametro.gov>, david.chiu@sfcityatty.org,
"krista.pfefferkorn@sen.ca.gov" <Krista.Pfefferkorn@sen.ca.gov>, rob.bonta@doj.ca.gov

Cc: "Ng, Michael@BCDC" <michael.ng@bcdc.ca.gov>, Sheryl.m.garcia@dot.ca.gov, Kathleen Kane
<kkane@bayareametro.gov>, david.ambuehl@dot.ca.gov, larry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov, antonio.johnson@dot.gov, Ben

Davis <Ben@illuminate.org>, "Higuera, Amy R." <amy.higuera@stoel.com>, Andrew Fremier <afremier@bayareametro.gov>,

Alix Bockelman <abockelman@bayareametro.gov>, "anna.esparza@sen.ca.gov" <anna.esparza@sen.ca.gov>
Bcc: Robb Hamilton <robb@hamiltonbiological.com>, Whitney Grover <wgrover@goldengatebirds.org>,
conservation@goldengatebirds.org, Lydia Bruno <lydia.e.bruno@gmail.com>

SUBJECT: FORMAL NOTICE OF CONFLICTING PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY, DISCRIMINATORY BARRIER, AND
REGULATORY NON-COMPLIANCE REGARDING THE BAY LIGHTS 360 LED PROJECT

To: The Honorable Members of the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans),
The Honorable Members of the San Francisco Bay Area Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC), The
Honorable David Chiu, San Francisco City Attorney, The Honorable Scott Wiener, State Senator, 11th District, The
Honorable Rob Bonta, Attorney General, California

Introduction and Statement of Purpose

This letter serves as a formal public notice regarding the inherent conflict, public health hazard, and regulatory non-
compliance associated with the proposed installation of approximately 48,000 blue-rich LED lights for the Bay Lights
360 Project on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge.

The Soft Lights Foundation brings to the attention of all recipient agencies and officials the direct contradiction between
existing State legislative findings on the hazards of blue light and the active support provided by these government
entities for the proposed project.

l. Legislative and Scientific Recognition of Blue Light Hazard

The California Legislature has formally recognized the potential health hazards posed by high-energy visible blue light, a
finding that directly pertains to the blue-rich LED technology proposed for the Bay Lights 360 Project.

+ State Concurrent Resolution 73 (SCR-73): In 2019, the California State Legislature unanimously passed SCR-
73, designating October 10th as Blue Light Awareness Day.

* Legislative Findings: The Resolution, which passed the Senate and was ratified by the Assembly with a 70-0
vote, included specific findings that recognize the adverse health impacts of this light spectrum:

o The Resolution noted that "Blue light has been reported to cause visual discomfort in 65 percent of
Americans."

o It also stated that "Blue light has been associated with possible harmful effects on retinal cell
physiology linked to the high-energy, short wavelength in the narrow range of 415-455
nanometers."

* Policy Imperative: By passing this resolution, the Legislature established a clear State policy encouraging citizens

to "consider taking protective safety measures in reducing eye exposure to high-energy visible blue light."”

Il. Policy Conflict: Hazardous Light vs. Hazardous Food

The government support for the Bay Lights 360 Project creates a clear policy contradiction, particularly when juxtaposed
with the City of San Francisco's stated commitment to public health:
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¢ Ultra-Processed Light Analogy: Blue-rich LED light is an artificial, high-intensity light source that exhibits
characteristics not found in natural light, including a lack of infrared light, an unnatural spectral power distribution
and digital flicker. This has led to its characterization as "ultra-processed light," capable of inducing significant
adverse health impacts, including seizures, migraines, and sensory processing issues, interference with circadian
rhythms, and an increased risk of diabetes, prostate and breast cancer, heart disease, mood disorders, premature
births, and and early mortality.

¢ Incongruent Action: On December 2, 2025, San Francisco City Attorney David Chiu announced a lawsuit against
multiple corporations for selling ultra-processed foods that endanger the health of city and state residents. It is
legally and ethically incongruent for the City of San Francisco and various State agencies to simultaneously
support the installation of a public light source (ultra-processed light) known to compromise human neurological
and visual health while litigating against corporations for selling harmful food products.

lll. Project Non-Compliance and Regulatory Deficiencies

Beyond the public health conflict, the Bay Lights 360 Project lacks the necessary regulatory approvals:

+ Expired Permits: The original permit issued by Caltrans for the project has expired, and the permit issued by
BCDC is scheduled to expire at the end of January 2026.

+ Environmental Review Failure (CEQA): The project was improperly exempted from the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As a project with significant potential public health and
environmental impacts—including impacts from high-intensity blue-rich light—a full and robust CEQA
environmental review is required to assess these hazards.

 BATA Oversight: The project has not undergone the requisite approval process by the BATA Oversight
Committee.

IV. Formal Demand and Request for Intervention

As a result of the California Legislature's policy findings regarding blue light, the project's regulatory deficiencies, and the
clear conflict with the City of San Francisco's public health enforcement actions, the Soft Lights Foundation formally
requests the following:

1. To the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA): That BATA immediately formally withdraw its plans to implement the
Bay Lights 360 Project.

2. To Caltrans: That Caltrans Issue a denial of a permit extension for the Project.
3. To BCDC: That BCDC revoke the current permit for the Project and/or deny a permit extension for the Project.

4. To the San Francisco City Attorney David Chiu: That the City Attorney intervene to halt the Bay Lights 360
Project on the basis of its established health hazards, in line with the City’s mandate to protect residents from
dangerous consumer products.

5. To State Senator Scott Wiener: That State Senator Wiener intervene with BATA and Caltrans to prevent the
installation of the hazardous 1.8 mile wide light display, consistent with the legislative recognition of blue light
hazards in SCR-73.

6. To the California Attorney General Rob Bonta: Utilize the authority of the Attorney General's Office to enforce
immediate compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), compelling BATA and the
relevant agencies to suspend the project until a full, comprehensive Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is
prepared and certified.

The continued pursuit of the Bay Lights 360 project constitutes a public nuisance and a violation of public health policy
that knowingly introduces a discriminatory hazard into the public right-of-way. We await your timely response and
confirmation of your planned actions to resolve this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark Baker

President

Soft Lights Foundation
www.softlights.org
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mbaker@softlights.org
X: @softlights_org
Bluesky: @softlights-org.bsky.social

E Bill Text - SCR-73 Blue Light Awareness Day_.pdf
273K
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